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SERMON 


Revet.' 1.5: 


——-{T will come unto thee quickly and will 
remove thy Candleſtick out of hu place, 


except thou repent. 


ME are this day met together to 
humble ourſelves for our ſins 
before God, and to implore his 
mercy to' this Nation, in the 
Preſerving our Kmg, our Laws, 
WO y our Religion and our Lives, 
and in Bleſſing the preſenc Publick Counſels in 
order thereunto. 
And never was a4 work of this nature more 
ſeaſonable or more neceſſary than at this time, 
and to us of this Kingdom : For as our ſins were 
never greater, never cried louder to Heaven for 
Vengeance, ſo the Judgments they deſerve did 
never more viſibly threaten us than they do = 
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this Day. Inſomuch that if our circumſtances 
be duly conſidered, we may have jult reaſon to 
apprehend, that our Saviour 1n the way of his 
Providence does now ſpeak to the People and Church 
of England the ſame words, that he ordered 
St. Jobn by the way of Letter to ſpeak to the Church 
of Epheſus. Remember from whence thou art fallen, 
and repent, and do the firſt works, or elſe T will come 
unto thee quickly, and will remove thy Candleſtick out 
of bis place, except thou repent. 


This Church of Epheſus, as alſo the other fix 
Churches of Afia, to each of which St. John by 
the command of our Saviour doth here addreſs 
a ſeveral Epiſtle, were at the time when theſe 
Letters were dictated very flouriſhing Churches, 
favoured as much with the eſpecial prefence and 
influence of Chriſt, as ever any Churches were. 

This appears from the Preface to this Epiſtle 
in the farſt Verle of this Chapter, wherein Chriſt 
the Author of the Epiſtle is deſcribed, as holding 
the ſeven Stars in bis right hand, and walking in the 
midſt of the ſeven Golden Candleſticks. 

The ſeven Stars are the Angels of the ſeven 
Churches as he himſelf Interprets them, thar is, 


according to the ſence of all Antiquity, The 


Biſhops the Preſidents, the Governours of thoſe 


Churches. His holding them in his hand, 1s his - 


porting and directing them for the good of the 
; people. 
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people. The ſeven Golden Candleſticks in: the 
midt of which he walked, arc, as he himſelf 
likewiſe expounds them, the ſeven Churches them- 
ſelves, as being the places where thoſe Stars, 
thoſe Lights did ſhine. And his walking among 
thoſe Candleſticks is his preſence in thoſe Churches, 
Encouraging or Reproving, Rewarding or Pu- 
niſhing the members of. chem as there was caule, 
having the power in his hands, either tocontinue 
thoſe Lights among them, or to remove them 
to another place. | 

I inſiſt on the Explication of this paſſage, be. 
caule it lets us into the meaning of the phraſe 
that we meet with in the Text of removing the 
Candleſtick out of its place, which from hence we 
plainly ſee to be the Un-Churching any people,the 
withdrawing the Light of the Goſpel from them. 


Well, But this Church of Epheſus to which 
the Epiſtle I am now concerned in- was written, 
how much ſoever Chriſt had done for them, had 
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it ſcems made but a bad requialiof his kindneſles. Cap. ii. 2, 3. 


At firſt indeed they had walked very. worthily, 
and are much commended by our Saviour, .for 
their Zeal and Piety and Labour in Religion, but 
now they were fallen to a great degree of negli- 
gence and remiſnels. 96.4 {7 

[c is true they at this time continued Orthodox 
in their Dofrines and Opinions, - rney did both 
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know and profels the true Religion, and were 


| Zealous againſt falſe Doctrines, which alſo our 


Saviour takes notice of and commends ther for, 
This, faith he, thou baſh That thou hateſt the deeds 
of the Nicolaitans- Which I alſo hate, but yet nor- 
withſtanding, fo offtended was he with the Lo/s 
of their firſt Love, the decay of Devotion and Cha- 
rityamong them,that he threatens them ſolemnly 
in the Text, That if they did not repent, and do the 
firſt works, he would remove their Candleſtick ont of 
its place, that 1s, as I ſaid, he would withdraw 
from them his preſence and the Light of his Goſpel. 


This is a brief account of my. Text as to the 
rſt deſign and litteral meaning of ir, that is, 
as it concerns the Church of Epheſus. Inow de- 
fire-leave to make ſuch Application of it to our- 
ſelves as may be ſubſervient to the ends deſigned 
in the Solemnity of this Day. 

And we have warrant enough'to-make ſuch an 
X#pplication ; for let us riot flatter ourſelves, what 
is here Reproved; and what is here Threatened, 
hath notſuch a peculiar reſpect to the particular 
Church of Epheſus, but that it doth equally con- 
cern all Churches fo far as they fall under the 
ſame Charatter. Which whether we at this day 
day do or no,it 1s fit we ſhould ſeriouſly examine 
ourſelves abour. | | 

Here ate three things conſiderable in the Text. 

alf.:.* Fit, 
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Firſt, a great Sin, and Guilt, ſuppoſed. Secondly, 
a great | re denounced fer that Guilt, no lels 
than che: 4n-Churching of that people that had con- 
tradted ir. Thirdly, the means preſcribed for the 
averting that Judgment, viz; Repentance. 

My Application of the Text ſhall proceed 
upon the fame Heads, that is, 

[ ſhall firſt defire leave to enquire, whether 
we of this Nation, at this day, for our manifold 
ſins and gailt, may not be judged to be in as bad or 
worle circumſtances than the Church of Epheſus 
in the Text, and conſequently have not juſt reaton 
to fear the ſame Judement that they are herc 
threarned with. E Fri 

Secondly, I ſhall confider the Judement here 
threatened, how grievous a. one it 15, and con- 
ſequently how great an argument thecconſidera- 
tion of it ought to be to us all to Repent. 

Thirdly, 1 ſhall ſpeak ſomthing of this Repen- 
tance how it ought to be expteft, if we wonld 


thereby prevent the Judgment. 
I begin with the firſt of theſe. points, which 


concerns Gur ſin and our guilt, to make ſome re- 
-preſentation of the Spiritual Maladies and Diſea- 
ſes that this Nation groans under, thoſe publick 
grievances by which the Holy Spirit of God is 


provoked to withdraw himſelf from us, and to 


give us up tothe Power and Dominion of other 


Maſters. This 
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This I mult confeſs, is a very melancholy 
and unpleaſing Argument, bur yer very neceſlary 
to be inſiſted on; and that very freely roo : eſpe- 
cially upon ſuch an occaſion as this; and moſt of 
all, when I ſpeak to thole whole Concernment, 
and whoſe Care it is to inipect thele Matters,and 
from whom we hope for a Cute of our Diftem. 

ers. 
F It is heretaken notice:of the Church of Ephe- 
ſus to her commendation, that ſhe retained the 
cruch of the Chriſtian Do&rme in oppoſition to the 
Herefies of thole times, and this, God be thanked, 


may be ſpoke of us at this day, we are not much 
degenerated trom the purity of Chriſtianity as to 


Do&trinals. ' Our Church may. vie with all the 


Churches in the world, for Orthodoxy and Con- 


formity to the Primitive Church in matters of 
Faith. 

And, blefled be Gods Name, this Light is not 
put under a Buſhel. There is perhaps no Church 
lince the Apoſtles time wherein the Divine-Truth 
hath been more publickly and more purely 
raught, or the Sacraments more rightly and duely 
Adminiſtred than among us, and no Church 
wherein Xnowledg has more abounded among 
all the members of it than it does now in Ours. 

Bur the thing chatis charged upon the Church 
of Epheſus, is their corrnption in Manners, and 


thisis the point we are now concerned in, and 
which 
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whichtis fit the whole Nation ſhould examine 
themſelves upon, and deeply lay to heart. 

Though we ſtill keep up the form of Godlineſs, 

ethave wenotina great meaſure loſt the power 
chereof? Though the Principles which our Church 
Owneth and rg be excellently good-; Yet 
donot many of us horribly contradict them in 
our Prattices ? Is there not a viſible decay of Chri. 
{tian Piery to be obſerved among us, and a De- 
tuge of Vice and Wickednels of all forts over- 
ſpreading the face of the Land ? 

] ſpeak not here of the faults of this orthe other 
particular perſon, for we know there was never 
any Age nor any Religion that was free from 
fuch, but I ſpeak of the National fins, the reign- 
ing Vices of the Times, the miſcarriages that 
are ſo prevailing and ſo common that a pub- 
lick guilt is contrated by them, and the whole 
people may juſtly ſhare in the puniſhment of 
them. | 
I muſt confeſs, to ſpeak ſtrictly, the Degrees 
and Proportions in which any Age . grows better 
or worſe than thoſe that went betore ir, are not 
eaſily ro be meaſured, unleſs we could live the 
ſpace of ſeveral Ages, and out of our own ex- 
perience make obſervations and remarks upon 
them. All thatwe have to make our eſtimate 
by, is the Hiſtories and Records that are lefr us. 


of the ſtate of former Ages with which we may. 
com- 
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compare our own ; But yet this way is often very 
fallacious, becauſe itis the common humour and 
cuſtom of men, even of thoſe that tranſmit the 
Memoires of their own Times to Poſtericy, ſtill 
ro complain of their own Times moſt, and to 
prefer- the former Ages before that in which 
they live. 

Upoa this conſideration I ſhall not be forward 
ro draw a compariſon between the former times 
and ours in order to the ſhewing how much grea- 
ter our ſins are than of thoſe that went before us, 
and confequently how much riper we are now 
for Judgment. 

Moſt certain it is, That God, as he has done 
ro the Sea,lo has he to every Nation, ſet its bounds 
of wickedneſs beyond which they ſhall not paſs, and 
when their iniquities are at full he will nor fail 
to repay vengeance into their Bolom. The Ca- 
naanites,the Fews,and many other Nations I might 
name have been ſad inſtances of this kind of pro- 
ceeding. £1 

But when a Nation is come to that Fatal Pe- 
riod none knows but God, and whether we are 
not already very near it we cannot tell, but we 
ought infinitely to fear. | 

Too evident it is, that things are in a very 
bad poſture among us, and our {ins are grown 
to that height, that it is a Miracle of the Di- 
vine patience and long-ſuffering that we are 

not 
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not already conſumed. Let us be more 'par- 
ticular. 

If the prevailing of Atheiſm in a Land, and 
the contempt of God and Religion : 

It open Lewdneſs and Debauchery, and Im- 
morality of all kinds : 

If the turning Religion into a mere piece of 
Formality, and outward profeſſion : 

If Schiſms and Diviſions and Fafions in a 
Church : 

And laſtly, it our general Unthankfulneſs for 
and Unprofitableneſs under the means of Grace, 
and the many mercies and privileges that have 
been vouchſafed us. 

If any or all of theſe fins can provoke God to 
forſake a Nation and give it up to ruin (and yet 
theſe {ins are both in the Scripture, and by the 
ordinary courſe of Gods providence eſpecially 
markt out for ſuch) then are we of this Nation 
at this time in a very .deplorable condition, and 
are to expect Judgment without Mercy, unleſs 


ir be prevented by a ſpeedy Reformation. 


For firſt of all, was there ever more Atheiſm and 
Irreligion in a ( briſtian Nation, at leaſt in a Pro- 
teſtant Chriſtian Nation; or more countenance 
given to {uch Do&rines and Opinions as directly 
tend thereto than now among us ! | 


C | There 


44a 154% 


335 Eaof7 Marg ted ef RANT EP mc LSE 1nd 21 nts SAG RAO ME- E aats./ ag arc 7. th arms 2 Ee Finn RECs 
£ . , » —_ pa 


"a ths of SHES try bait dee ed Pt As eat, 


eA Faſt-Sermon preached Apr.11. 

There are not many perhaps that dare in ex- 
preſs terms affirm That there is no God, becauſe 
they knovw it-is not ſate ſþ-ro do: But many af- 
firm it by conſequence, by aſſerting fuch Prin- 
ciples from whence it mult neceſſarily be con- 
cluded. 

For what is the conſequence of ſuch Do&rines 
as theſe; That there is nothing but Body in the 
world, and that the very Notion of- a Spiritual In- 
corporeal Being implies a contradiction ; Thar 
there is nothing 7uſt or Unjuſt, Yirtuous or Vitious 
in itſelf, but as it is made ſo by.the Laws of the 
Kingdora.. Thar all things come to paſs by a 
Fatal Neceſſity, and that no man is ſo free an Agent 
as to: be capable: of Rewards and Puniſhments 
for his Actions : Wharis the reſult of theſe Do- 
arines, bur the neceſſary introducing of Atheiſm 
and the baniſhing Religion from among men £ 
It being upon theſe Principles, [not only-a need: 
lels impertinent,, . but-an abſurd: conrradiftious 
thing. i EDIT: | 
And yet are not. thele the avowed Principles 
of too many among us, and thoſe too that are 
the great pretenders to Reafon and Philoſophy ? © 

Bur what has been the cect of {ach Philefos 
ply 2. Why ſuitable enouglto.che Notions of it. 
You miay.meet with. thoſe. that make no {cruple 
to ſcoft ar God and every thing that relates to the 
other world, and to turn into Redicu/e cyery thing 


that. 
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that is Sacred, And he ts accounted the Great 
Spirit that thinks freely, and dares /peak boldly 
whar he thinks. And if a man will ſec up, fora 
Wit he cannot take a more effectual courle to gain 
him that Reputation in many Companies, than 


ro be confident and peremptory in contradicting 


che common Sentiments of men as to Religion, 
To be able to Burleſque che Scriptures humo- 
rouſly, To be dexterons in imploying Religious 
Phraſes to Scurrilous Purpoſes, and to Baffle 
and Droll out of countenance thoſe that ſtand 
up for the Reputation of Sacred things. | 

As the world goes, it is a piece of virtue to be- 
lieve a God and Providence, and future Rewards 
and Puniſhments, with the other Principles of 
Natural Religion ; "They do very well that go 
thus far. Bur as for Iyſtituted Reveald Religion, 
for inſtance Chriſtianity, How many are there 
that think themſelves no way concerned in it, 
but hold itin the ſamerank with Judaiſm and Ma- 
hometaniſm ? And if they profeſs that rather than 
either of theſe, it is only becauſe they were born 
and bredupinir; It 1s the Religion of the Country 
where they live , bur if either of the other ſhould 
be ſetup in the place of it, they would as wil- 
lingly conform to that. 


One would think that ſuch men as theſe ſhould. 
not be found in a Country that calls itſelf Chriſtian, 
much leſs in a Chriſtian Country that calls iclelf Re. 
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formed , And yet ſuch is the infelicity and the fault 
of ours, that men of theſe Principles and Practi- 
ces do abound among us. O Bleſſed God! 
Whither ſhall we come ar laſt if timely care be 
not taken of theſe things ? 


But Secondly, It to the Atheiſm and Infidelity 
chat reigns among us we add the open Prophane- 
neſs and Debauchery that is every where to be ob- 
ſerved in our days, how much blacker will our 
ouilt appear ? | 

Where is that Antient Seriouſneſs and Reſerved- 
neſs and Modeſty that heretofore has been thought 
not only eſſential ro the Spirit of a Chriſtian, 
bur Natural to the Temper of an Engliſhman ? 

Alais! We ſeem to have changed nor only our 
Religion but our Climate too. And may tor Diſſo. 
luteneſs and Luxury, for Pride and Vanity and 
Idleneſs compare with the antient 4fraticks, and 
do perhaps our-ſtrip ſeveral of our preſent neigh. 
bour Nations, though of a worle Religion. 

Bur this 1s not all, ſo much are we degenerated 
trom the antient ſtrictneſs of Chriſtianiry, Thar 
thoſe things that would not have been named 
among the firſt Chriſtians without horror and 
baniſhing our of their Society all thoſe that did 
them, are frequently practiſed among us. And 
thole Vices that even in the worſe times of Chri- 
ſtianity the Actors were. affraid or aſhamed to. 

own, 
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own, are now made a matter of Sport and Mer- 
riment, a Trick of Youth, a Humour, or a Fro- 
lick. What wasthen a deed of darkneſs, is now 
roo often done in the face of the Sun, and the 
perſons concerned in the wickednels are fo far 


trom bluſhing art their guilt, that they relate their 


own actions as a pleaſant entertainment for their 
Company. 

O the Riots and Drunkennels , the Frauds 
and Coulenage ; the Filthy and Lewd ſpeeches, 
the Whoredoms and Adulteries ; the Blaſphe- 
mous Oaths and Imprecations that are dayly 
without any regret, any ſenſe of ſhame, pra- 
Etiked among us. 

We ſeem: to have loſt not only the virtue of 
Modeſty but of Fypocrifie too (if fo bad a' thing 
may be called by ſo good a name.) ' Thole Vices 
and Lewdneſles which heretofore {ought corners 
and wore a Mask do [now appear with.a naked 
Face, 150 re; 01-Y * ta 2147 

It is true, It is to be hoped, That thegreateXt 
part of us are not guilty of ſuch Crimes and Im- 
moralities as we ſpeak of : But this does not 
wholly excule us; For we are all faulty in this, 
Thar theſe kind of 'Vices are not ſufficiently 
branded 'and put out of countenance. - They 

als under eafte, not to ſay, Creditable names. 
And ſo little a ſenſe haye we of them that a'man 
may keep his Reputation among us though he be 
never 
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never ſo Vicious, ſauppoling that Ins Vices be of 
the Mode of the Country. This: very thing 
without our perſonal guilt makes the fin a Nati- 
onal ſin ; and God will Viſit theſe things upon us, 
except we Repent. 


Bur ro make up the meaſure of our Iniquities, 
we can in the Third place live afcer this diffoluce 
rate, andyetat the lame time many of us think 
ourſelves Religious : we increaſe the guilc of our 
Prophaneneſs by joyning Formality with it. 

It we would difclaim all Religion when we 
led ſuch vretchedly carelels and fenfual lives, ir 
would in ſome reſpects be more tolerable : For 
then Chriſtianity would not ſuffer by us, It 
would ger no 0dium, no Ignominy in the world, 
It would not be an occa{ionto men to turn Acthe- 
its : 

But tolive 14n-Chriſtian lives. and yet to call 
ourſclves Chriſtians : Nay to make our Religzon a 
Sanctuary for: our Vices, and to think that we 
may the more freely Indulge oucfelves in them 
becauſe we are of the Right Religion, This is 
intolerable, and extremely aggravates the in1- 
quity: of our practices. And yet.this is a fault 
chat we of this ' Nation are notoriouſly guilty 
of. 
We often make Rehigion-to-confiſt in Opinion 
and outward Profeſſion. If we have: bur once 

joined 
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joined onrſelves to that party of Chriſtians 
which we'think is the Right and do Eſpoure all 
their Controveyftes and are Zealons in the obſcr- 
yance of their particular Forms and Rites, where- 
by they are diftmgutſhed from the other Sefts 
that are in being among us, we think we are 
true Sans, ler our Morals be what they will. 

This is the Religion thar is every where too 
muck in Fafhion. If for infltance | have Liſted 
my ſelf a Member of fome Charch of the Separa- 
tion, (as there 1s great variery of them) If- F be 
but trae ro the: Principles of my Church, and vi- 
gorous in: oppoſing ' thofe that are not of my 
Way ; and' conſtant in my attendance upor the 
Brethref as. their Afemblies : This Zeal of mire 
'_ will excuſe 2 mmltitde of my other Faifings : 
And though Inow and then vfe indire&t ways of 
Dealing in ny Calling ; Thongh I be Unchari- 
table and Cenforigus ; "Fhotigh'Taffront Armtho- 
rity and live it a e6nſtant Diſobedietice-and Con. 
rempt of the Laws of it, yer my fervorr for" that 
which I take to-be the' True Retigion and the Re- 


htion I ſtand fr to the people of God' will bear me 


out as to theſe matters. | 

On the other fide}, If I be' a Member of the 

Charch of England, T ar too ofter apt rothink 

my ſelf in a fair way to Heaven, if F be but Stont 

for the Church, and Zealous againſt the Seftaries, 

and'pnnetual in obſerving the Ceremonies of the 
Liturgy, 
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Liturgy,and now and then come to the Sacrament, 
'Though it may be I have nothing of the True 
Life and Spirit of Chriſtianicy in me, nothing of 
that Sobriety and Meeknels, and Charity, and 
inward Devotion that our Saviour doth indiſpen. 
{ably require of all his followers. 

Nay lo far from that it maybe I think *tis no 
matter how I live, if I be but a good Subjet to the 
Kinz and a true Sou of the Church. Nay it is 
well it don't go further, it is well if I don't make 
Vice and Debauchery an eſlential Character of a 
man that 15 right in his Principles ; it is well if I 
don't brand ſeriouſnels of Converlagion, and a 
care of ones words and actions with:,the name 
of Fanaticiſm, and reproach every one as a Puri- 
tan,that will not Swear and Drink and take thoſe 
Un-Chrittian Libercies that I do. TOP" 

You know there are ſuch men as theſe fre- 
quently to be. tound. in;all the ſeveral Sed&s and 
Ways of Religion among us. © But O ! What is be- 
come of Chriſtianity all che while. - | 


This ſure cannot be thy Religion, O Bleſled 
Jeſus! fince ir is ſo unlike both thy Actions and 
thy Doctrines : "Thou never placedlt any virtue 
or praile.in Anowing but in Doing ; In being of this 
or the other particular external Mode of Religion ; 
but in <p; thy Goſpel and following tay Exam- 
ple, in Mortifying our Luſts, and leading a lite 
of Peaceablenels, and Obedience, and Humi- 


lity, 
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licy, and all manner of inward Holineſs and Pu. 
rity. 
5 our Brethren of the Separation will di(- 
pole of their Members thac are of this temper, 
I know not; But as to all choſe that pretend tro be 
of our Communion, and yet live ſcandalous 
lives, and think that their owning themſelves 
for the Sons of the (hurch will make Atonement 
for their Immoralities, Ir is to be feared they 
haye done us more hurt than ever they will do us 
good. And unleſs they would Reform, it may 
perhaps be wiſhed that we were rid of them : Lec 
them declare themſelves Fanaticks, Papiſts, Any 
thing, rather than Members ofthe Church of Eng 
land. | 
And though by their Receſſion and going over 
to the Enemies Camp we might poſlibly be fo 
weakened; that we could not Ge ourſelves, 
but muſt be forced to fall under our Adverſaries ; 
Yet I do not. know whether even then the 
Church would not-be the better for it. And, 


it would /perhaps be more: defireable to live 


in a mean, low, afflited condition without 
ſuch Company, than to govern the world with 
It, | 


But Fourthly, Theſe. are not allche Maladies 
which this diſtreſſed 'Church'and: Nation labours 
under: 'There is another Wound that 1s as 


* B- Wide 


E/ 
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Wide and Bleeds as much as any of the reſt : 
And which, it timely care be not taken of it, may 
caule her expiration as ſoon as any other, 
[ mean the Unnatural, Un-Chriſtian Fewds 


and Diviſions that are amongſt us,our Nations be- 


ing rent and torn into ſo many Parties and Fatti- 
ons, and the cruel and bitter Animoſities with which 
each party does proſecute the other. And all this, 
if-mcn would conſider, for Little things in com- 
pariſon; things certainly not worth all this heat, 
things that the Wiſeſt and Beſt of the ſeveral 
diſſenting parties confeſs to-be indifferent. 
O ! How: do men by theſe fooliſh and unac- 
countable Diviſions weaken the common inte- 
reſt that all pretend at leaſt ro be concerned 
for ? What advantages are hereby. given to the 
Adverſaries? _ 21d 9110 5 
It-is: likely indeed ithat as: They firft ſet. on 
foor, ſo They ſtill continue to foment theſe dit- 
ferences. They laugh at this opportunity of 
making. Proſelytes ro their Religion; and a 
plenritul, Harveſt they have hereby Reaped to 
themſelves. | 
But where 1s: our: wiſdom in the mean time ? 
Have men no more underſtanding than to be 
ſtill hot and eager in their contentions about a 
thadow, when there-.is. an Enemy at the: Gate, 


that is. in-a fair way: t0-take. from us the. Sub- - 


ſtance als 


Some - 
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Some indeed may be apt to diſpute which fide 
ought ro comply, Whether the Diſſenters ought 
tro come over to the Eſtabliſhed Church, or the 
Church to them ? Ic is not now a time fully ro de- 
bate the Merits of chat Cauſe. Bur this may be 
truly ſaid, If men would be honeſt and ſincere, 
and mix no paſſion or worldly concernment 
with their Religion, . the Poiat would ſoon be 
Decided on the Churches ide. o 

Every man that calls himſelf a Proteſtant 
would think himſelf obliged tro obey Lawtul 
Authority in all things where he-was convinced 
their commands were not Unlawtul. And if 
he could not witha ſafe Conſcience come up to 
it in all things, he would come up as far as he 
could, And asfor thoſe things thathe was nor 
ſatisfied about, as he would not Condemn or Cen- 
ſure Thoſe that were perſuaded, or practiſed 0- 
therwiſe, ſo neither would he raiſe any diftur- 
bance in the Church by joyning himlſelt ro. an 
oppolite Party. i, 4 og nr ot 2s 

And on the ,other {1de Thole that did Confqrm 
to the Church in all things would not withdraw 
their Charity from their fellow Chriſtians for not 
doing lo much as, They. Though. they differed 
from them.in ſeveral Opinions, yet they. wquld 


joyn hands with them in all Chriſtian Offices, of 


ſicion of the Common Enemy. 


Murual Love and Charity, and in a; joynt; oppo- 
Wh - But 
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But alas! Things are not thus with us. And I 
note it as a fault for which we ought deeply to 
be affected this Day ; And if men did duely weigh 
the ſinfulneſs and the danger that all Schiſms and 
Separations of this kind do bring upon a Nation, 
rhey would be thus affected. | | 

If human conjectures about the Reaſons and 
Cauſes of Divine Judgments may be allowed, 
it will appear from Hiſtory and Experience that 
there has been as much War and blood-ſhed 
cauſed inthe world ; as many Nations defolated, 
as many Churches Ruined, by the malignicy 
and evil influence of this Sin of Schiſm as any 
other. | 

Andif ever God in judgment ſhall chink fir 
to give over this flouriſhing Church of ours as a 
prey to that mighty Funter, that would erect an 
Univerſal Spiritual Monarchy to himlelf upon the 
Ruines of all the particular Churches of Chriften- 
rom,.- we ſhould have good: Rexſon to ' believe 
that the unneceſſary Diviſions and 'Quarrels among 
ourſelves had a great hand in bringing on 'the 
Judgment: | oY 
_ Inallappearance we of this Nation might'be 
Impregnable; as to our 'Rel2i01, if thoſe Prote- 
ants amongſt us; Whohave been {fo Tong ſepa- 
Tated 'from the ' Communion of our National 
Church would once return into'its boſom ; that 
we might all heartily join rogerher in'Lovmre and 


Aſjiſting 
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- Aſſiſting one another, and” Oppoſing the publick 
Adverſary. + EY | 


But Fifthly and Laſtly, - If the ſtate of our Church 
and Natien was.not near {o bad as I havenow 
repreſented ir, Yet; there is another thing ſtill 
thatiaf, even the beſt of us, have reaſon to be 
fenfible of and to mourn for; -as that which of 
it ſelf is ſufficient to bring deſtruction upon us. 
Andcthat is our Jngrdtitude to God for his many 
Mercies and Delyverauces, and: our. Uyprofitableneys 
_ uniderthole means of Grace that he has beenplealſed 
ſo long to afford us. 26% 
I cannot call this a) particular fin; I 18;3t'you 
will, an Azgravationiof allche reſt; or uilof them 
fimmed up together. - However Igive'itia par- od 
ticular conſideratian, becaule it is athing that | 
God has ſet a Mark upon, and has lo far declared 
bs diſpleaſure: againf{t i, that be chas:deredmi- 
ned-ira juſt caule:porb{n-pedple of bln-Chimch's Na- 
1801903597 S077 197 10:2593159 ;$192 OF: 
Our Saviour tells us that when a certajaman 
hadPlanted a/Big-Treeinhis Vineyard and came 
and; fought Fruitchereon,: «nd found-nonehefaid 
unto the'Drefler of hu Kineyard, Behold theſe: thrge Luke xiii. 6, 
nears Tome 'fepking out. con this i Hug: Tree and (fond 
None,-,out ut dowyy why aloth it.cumber the gromd\? © 
Letus apply this Parable to ourſelves, as:cer- 


cainly the Reaſon of it will ſufficiently prompt. 
us. 


FR: © 
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us. Was ever Fig-Tree or- Vineyard more curi- 


ouſly Planted, more carefully Dreſt, morerichly 
Manured, more ſecurely Fenced, from the out- 


rages of Beaſts of Prey than our Fig-Tree, our 
L-meyard, the Church of England : For of a Church 
this Parable is neceſſarily to' be underſtood. 


Is there any one of the Proteſtant Churches in Eu- 


rope that has been ſo regularly Retormed , thatin 
the firſt Conſtitution of it was Eſtabliſhed upon 


Principles ſo juſtifhable, ſo agrecable with the 
Laws of Nature and. Chriſtianity and the. Civil 
Rights of the Kmigdom, as this Church of England 
was ? IQ 

Is there any Proteſtant Church in Europe whole 
Articles of Faith.; : whole. Diſcipline ; whoſe Man- 
ner and Rites of Worſhip are more; corre[pondent 
ro Ancient Tradition and-Catholick Do&rme and 
Praftice? . © 07s | 


..::sthere any Proteſtant Church in Europe wherein 
the Wordiof God has beenitaught more 'fincerely 


and more to the edification of the people.than 
among us. ? 97 2661 POT 100. 
Is there any Proteſtant. Church that has more 
comfortably lived undertheir own /ines and their 
own: Fig-Trees, has. mote {freely.enjoyedall che 
;benehits and privilegesthateitherReligion or their 
Birthright, could .Jnntle \them- to; than we have 
done'? '9111C oo. S017 with yigns e139 1] 


ti 
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Is. po. any. Proteſtant. Church har has been 
reſerved ſo miraculouſly, that hath received fo 
many wonderful deliverances from Enemies of 
all (orts:; Enemies of the Hills and of the Pallies-; 
and yet notwithſtanding all ; . notwithſtanding che 
contrivances, of falſe Brethren within ourlelyes, 
and the aſſaults of the Publick Adverſaries abroad, 
does ſtill not only continue in Being, but Flouriſh- 
eth alſo, as God be thanked we do at this Day. 2, 
The care that God hath-raken of this Nation 
hath been wonderful ; his Providences, towards 
us are to be admired for the Rarenels: and the 
Graciouſneſs of them. mand therefore juſtly-may 
the Lord of the Vineyard after all this Care, all 
theſe Proyidences, expect ſome good Fruit from 
us proportionable/to his Sindnely ro us, And 
Tong has he, waited for it.',, j; | 
ut What: Fmuits | have we produced after all 
thele great opportunities and this great patience 2 
Can we als x: that we now: are Better than 
onr Fore: Fathers he: che Reformation, who perhaps 
hadr not.  morelight, certainly, had not chat expe- 
Tience of Gods. Mercies and Deliyerancesthat we 
haye: *1 a afiaid our Heartsill give.it Againſt | 
us. Is < 
. Can we ſay that we are: 
they? That we have ar leaſt made as good a 
uſe and improvement of, the Talcnts that have * 


been committed co us: As. they: did 2 I is to 
be . 


Ys 
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be feared we ſhall be caſt upon'this Point allo. 

Our own experience will tell us, if we have 
lived any conſiderable time in the world, That 
even ſince our remembrance, Though God hath 
more and more both heaped his Fzyours and his 
Severities upon us, yet we have gtownworleand 
worle. | | 

His Mercies have not Melted us, His Judg- 
ments have not Reclaimed us; He hath done all 
that is Poſſible both by Gentle and Severe Methods 
to'bring us to a ſenſe of our Duty,burt We like the 
Deaf Adder have ſtopped our Ears; and have not 
hearkned to the voice of the Charmer, though he charmed 
never ſo wiſely. 

What therefore, theſe things confidered, can 
we expect, bur that God ſhould paſs the, ſame 
Sentence upon this Unthankful;rhis Irreclaimable 
Peopleof England, that the Lord'of- the/meyard 
oaſſed upon the Fig-Tree in the Parable ': - Cut it 
down, why doth it cumber the ground > 

Or, \It you will rake-it-in the* words of ,the 
Prophet, what ſhould hinder or what can' we ex- 
pet, but that God ſhould ſpeak ro ns {tharis, 
decree upon-us) what he'did'to his beloved peo- 
ple in the fifch of T/aiahs Prophecy, 0 Inhabitants 
of Jeruſalem and men of Judah, judg Fpray you be- 
tween me and my Vineyard. What could -T have done 
more to my Vineyard that T have not done m it > Where- 
fore then when 1 looked" that it ſhould bring forth 

: Grapes, 


] 
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Grapes, brought it forth Wild Grapes * And now 
20 to, T will tell you what I will do. with my Vie- 
yard, I will take away the hedg thereof and it ſhall 
be eaten up ; and break down the wall thereof and it 
ſhall be troden down, and I will lay it waſt, it ſhall 
not be pruned or digged, but there ſhall come up briers 
and thorns. | 

This is the fudgment that 1s here threatened in 
the Text, which I now come in the Second place 
more particularly to conſider. 

A grievous Judgment without doubt it is, and 
the greateſt chat can fall upon any Nation ; For 
ſo much as our Souls are of greater concernment 
tO us than our Bodies : So much are Spiritual Mer- 
cies to be preferred before Temporal : And 1o 
much the greater miſery is it for any people to be 
deprived of them than of the other. rrctag 

For that Nation that was once Gods own pe- 
culiar people to be abandoned by him, and to be 
layed in common with the reſt of the. world 
that are under the Prince of the power of the Air"; 


OED LATE 16 
For that Nation that once enjoyed the influences 


of Gods preſence, and the Light of,the Truth, 
and the benefits of his Ordinances, now to be 
ſtript of all theſe; Tobe without God, without 
Light, without the Ordinary means of ſaving 
their Souls ; O what more deplorable condition 


| 'Y | 
can be imagined ! 
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And yet thus fevere hath God been with man 
Nations, thus when their fins have cryed loud, 
and the finners have been impudent, and all + 
Methods of amendment have been ineffeQual, 
God hath in anger Removed their Candleſtick from 
among them. 

The Church of Epheſus which Chriſt thus threa- 
tens inthe Text, Nay all the other ſix Churches 
of 4fia to which the Epiſtles are ſent, are fad in- 
ftances of this. Once molt flouriſhing Churches 
they were, even the very Paradiſe of” the Lord, 
bur now they lic waſt and deſolate,over run with 
Jonorance and Barbarity and MMahometaniſm. 

That Africa which is not now more fruitful of 
Monſters, than it was once of excellently Wiſe 
and Learned men; That Africa which formerly 
afforded us our Clemens, onr Origen, our Tertullian, 
our Cyprian, our Auguſtine, and many other ex- 
traordinary Lights in the, Church of God ; That 
Famous Africa in whole foyl Chriſtianity did 
thrive ſo prodigiouſly, and could boaſt of fo 
many Flourifhing Churches, Alas, is now a Wil- 
derneſs. The wild Boars have broken into the Vine- 
yard and eaten it up, and it brings forth nothing but 
briers and thorns : T'o uſc the wards of the Prophet. 

And who knows but God may ſuddainly . 
make this Church and Nation, This our Eng- 
land, which Jeſhurun-like is waxed fat and grown 
proud, and has kicked againſt. God, ſuch another 


EX- 
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example of the Vengeance of this Kind. 
| Irisrrue, in all appearance there js no danger 
of having our Candleſtick removed from us in the 
{ame ſenile or manner that thoſe Churches I have 
inſtanced in,had theirs. We have no apprehenſions 
that either Mahometani/m or Paganiſm will come 

| into theſe Kingdoms : Ar leaſt nor in our days. 

Itis another kind of removal of our Candleſtick 
that we have reaſon tofear,It is another Religion 
nigher at hand that is moſt likely to diſplace our 
Candleſtick. | 

You all know what Religion I mean, It is Po- 
pery that moſt threatens us. Ir is that reſtleſs buſie 
Religion that has made ſo much diſturbance in 
Chriſtendom ; that has always been and is ſtill 
ſo active by all means juſt or unjuſt, by fraud or 
force to infinuate it ſelf into all places. lt is this 
we ought to have the moſt apprehenſions of. 

Ic is true thoſe that are of this Religion do pro- 
fels the Name of Chriſt, and we do not deny them 
the Title of a Chriſtian Church ; Bur of all ſorts 
of Chriſtianity this ſeems to be the worſt, and 
next to the being of no Church, it is the leaſt de- 
fireable to be of This. | : 

And for all the ſpecious Titles of 7iſible and 
Perpetual and Catholick and Infallible, which; they 
would amuſe us with ; If we did ſeriouſly confi- 
der what a kind of Religion we now enjoy, and 
what a kind of Religion will come in the place of 

2 it, 
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ic, if ever they get their will of us, we ſhould 
ladly reflect upon the Change. And for all we 
continued a Chriſtian Country, Yet we ſhould 
lament over ourſelves that our Candleſtick was re- 
moved out of its place. 
[ believe chere are few here but ſufficiently un- 
derſtand what a kind of Religion this is, and 
what you areto expect from it : Bur yet | will 
beg leave to give a brief account of ſome of the 
Articles of ic. Not to inſtruct you, but to give 
cu occaſion to conſider how well it will tute 
with us of this Kingdom, or indeed with An 
that wonld be Chriſtians after the way of Chriſts 


Inititution. 


[tis a Religion, whoſe avowed Principles are 
to keeptheir people in ignorance as much as they 
can. For with them Tenorance is the Mother of 
Devotion. And if you do but blindly Believe as 
the Church Believes, and blindly Obey what ts 
impoled upon you, you are good Catholicks. 

Itisa Religion, in which you will not beal- 
iowed co have any Prayers in public that you can 
underſtand, When you come to Church, you 
may entertain yourlelves with ſaying over your 
Rofary (which is a ſolemn ſer of Praiers contai- 
ning Ten addrefles to the Virgin Mary for One to 
our Lord) and other Private Prayers, it you have 


them : Bur joyn in the Publick Service with the 
Miniſter 
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Minifer you cannot, unleſs you underſtand Latin. 

Itis a Religion, into which as ſoon as you enter 
you mult give up your Bibles. For the people 
mult not read the Scripture without eſpecial Li- 
cence, and not at all of that Tranſlation you 
now have of it. | 

It is a Religion that Robs you of half che Sa. 
crament : For you mult never be allowed to re- 
ceive the Cup in the Lords Supper ; Notwith- 
ſtanding the Inſticution of our Lord in expreſs 
words : And notwithſtanding the Practice of the 
Primitive Church to the contrary. 

Ic is a Religion, in which you are ſo far from 
being permftred to try all things and to hold to , that 
which is 200d, according to. the Apoſtles Com- 
mand,;T hat you mult wholly ſubmit your reaſon 
and underſtanding to the 'Dictates of an Infallt. 
ble Judg, even lo far, (it one of their greateſt 
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Authors ſay true) co be bound to believe Virtue to puttzr, ge 
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be Bad, and Yiceto be Good, if it ſhall pleaſe his _ 


Flolineſs to lay lo | 

Nay, It is a Religion in which you ſhall noc 
be allowed to believe your very Senſes. For 
though four of your five Senles tell yow rhat-one 
of the Conſecrated Elements in the Sacrament is 
a piece of Bread, yet youare obliged under pain 
of Damnartion to believe that it 18 not ſo , But the 
very Body. of Chriſt that was Crucihed at Feruſe- 


tem, and 1s now in Heaven ;. and which upon this 
__ ſuppe- 


Cap. 5. 
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ſuppoſition mult be Actually and Separately pre. 
ſentin a thouſanddiſtanc places at once every day. 

Ic is a Religion that will bring you back to the 
Old Paganiſh {dolatry ; Or tothat which is as near 
itas can be. For as the Old Heathens had their 
inferior Deities, their Demons and Hero's to be Me- 
diators between God and them : So will you 
bave your ſeveral Saints and Patrons of the like 
nature, which you mult apply to for the recom- 
_— your Prayers to the Divine Majeſty. 
And as they had the Images of their Gods and Me- 
diators to worſhip and fall down before, So 
will you allo for the ſame purpoſe have the Imazes 
of the bleſſed Trmity, and the Virgin Mary and 
the reſt of the Saints. 

Itis true,the Pagans were mightily reproved for 
chele things, both in the Scripcure and by the Pri. 
mitive Chriſtians. And they made ſeveral De- 
fences and Apologies for their Practices. And 
the very ſame doth the Church of Rome now 
make for her Invocation of Saints and Image- 
Worſhip. Bur if the one were guilty of Idolatry 
there is little doubt bur the other are ſo alſo: For 
there is not an hairs breadth diflerence between 
the Pleas and Apologies that each party makes 
for it ſelf. 

Nay, It is a Religion- that will engage you in 
a more Unnatural Idolatry than ever the Pagans 


De Nat. Dc- were guilty of. Cicero that was a Heathen him- 


or. lib. 3. 


ſelf, 
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felf, and knew as muchot that Religion as any 
man living did ; Yet afhyms that there was none 
ſo mad inany of the Religions of his time as to 
retend to eat his God. But yet this you mult do 
in that Religion every time you Receive the Sa- 
crament. And the Prielt does itevery day when 
he ſays Maſs. For he eats that which himſelf and 
you all muſt worſhip. And you are taughtto be- 
lieve that what you worſhip in che Maſs is God, 
that is, the very Humanity of our Saviour united 
perſonally to his Divmity. | 
Iris true, In this Religion there are many ad- 
vantages and conyeniences pretended, that your 
cannot really have in the Religion you now pro- 
| fels. But look you to them, whether they will 


| prove ſon the event. 
The ealte ways they have to reconcile finners 
| to God, even after the moſt Vicious life, by the 
means of the Sacrament of Penance, as it is com- 
monly Faught and Adminiftred in that Church : 
Together with the liberty yowmay take in the 
| © Choice of ſuch a Confefor as 'you think will be 
FP moſt favourable to your Caſe. Add to this, The 
Virtue of Indulgences, and Maſſes for the Dead. . 
i As alſo the efficacy of Pgrimages, Reliques and 
| Holy Garments, 8c. 'For the purging of 'Sins. 
| All theſe things pat together nay perhaps rid 
you of a great many Unealtnefles and Scruples - 
| and Pangs of Conſcience, with which-yow rmght-. 


other- 
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_ otherwiſe be troubled ; and which would not be 
ſoeaſily Cured in the Way that you are now in. 
There is little doubt but upon the Commonly 
received Principles of that Religion, you may go 
to Heaven upon much eaſter Terms than you can 
upon ours : But yer for all that, in a bulinels of 
fuch conſequence as the Salvation of a mans Soul 
is, It is good to make a ſerious enquiry whether 
of the ewo Ways is the ſafer. 

But there is one thing in this Religion which 
will not fo eaſily go down with Engliſhmen : And 
that is, That you cannot therein be any longer 
good Subjects to your Prince, than his Holineſs 
will give you leave. 

If bis Majeſty ſhould be a Heretic (as it 1s cer- 
rain his preſent Majeſty 1s in their account) Nay, 
In other Cales beſides that of Herefie ; the Pope 
has power to Depole him, and Abſolve his Sub- 
jects from their Allegiance. And that not onl 
;n.the judgment of their molt famous Caſuiſts, and 
by the Eſtabliſhed Rules of their Canon Law, but 
by the Decree of an Infallible General Council. 
And it has been a frequent Practice of the Pope 
to make uſe of his Power in this way. 

Nay, in this Kingdom of England he needs not 
ſtay for ſuch pretences. , For his Holineſs (as ap- 
pears upon Record) has declared, that this King- 
dom is held inFee'of the Papacy. And thar 
whoever weats the Crown here 1s their Yaſſal, 

and 
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and conſequently may. bermned our-at pleaſure. 

. Whar ie effects of —- Dodtrines (<-h been, 
' Yee of chis Kingdom have had ſufficient experi- 

ence-lince the Reformation;; Notto,mention the 
troubles they have givenus,in former zimes. The 
inſtances are ſo many and {& very well known, 
that I nced not name them. Bur if they were all 
forgot, The Late ſhall I ſay or the Preſent Popiſp 
Plat tor. the taking away the life. of His Sacxed 
Majeſty, and Subverting the Proteſtant Religian 
ind the Eſtabliſhed Governmear, of this King- 
dom,now brought to light ; This alone, though all 
the other inſtances were worn-out of memory, 
would ſufficiently ſhew us what we are to-expe&t 
from thele:Roman Principles,as to thelecyrity either 
of our Prince, ar our Liberties, or our Relgjon.. | 

- But; bleſſed be Gods Name, .that 'this Curſed 
Deſign has been hitherto Defeated; and: we are 
here to Praiſe him for ir, and to Pray to him for 
a farther Diſcovery of it. 
LL And bleſſed be his Name, That he hath given 
us this Remarkable evidenge that he: has noc yet 
| 
| 


abandoned us,notwithſtanding our manifold pro- 
vocations, Certainly this extraordinary Provi- 
dence 'of God towards us, is one of the moſt 
Comfortable Arguments that we can.draw to 
ourſelves, That God has yet ſame Pity forthis 
Nation. : If we will but picty ourlelyes,. | | 


Þ 4 _ 


34 eA Faſt-Sermon preached Apr.11., 4 

And Laſtly, bleſſed be Gods Name that his | 

Mercy has m_y had this good effect upon us, 

That we are awakened into a more lively ſenſe 

of the manifold Iniquity and Miſchief and Dan- 
ger of the Popiſh Religion and Party. 


[4 


What is now further ro be deſired, but that the 
Iflue of things among us may be ſuitable ro theſe 
beginnings ? 

God has once more given this Nation a great 
Opportunity forthe Efabliſhing her Torrering 
Candleſtick, and who knows whether ever the like 
will be offered again ? 

therefore infinitely concerns all of us, eſpe- 
cially You to whom the Managery of Publick 
Aﬀairs' is committed, to improve this Preſent 
Opportunity to the good purpoles for which it 
was given ; That ſo this great Mercy and Provyi- 


dence of God be not loſt Upon us. 


- Offences may come. And we may be diſap- 
ointed. But as our Saviour ſaid, Wo be to that 

Mai by whom the Offence cometh. Such a man will 

neyer be able to anſwer it either to God, or his 

Country, --or at laſt to his own Conſcience. 

-* "O miy God ſo __ you with the Spirit of 

Wiſdom and Counſel ; with "Temper and Mo- 

deration; witha Spirit ſo diſengaged from pri- 

vate Ends, and Tntereſts ; Sounbyaſſed by pax- 

ticular Faction ; And-fa wholly intenc upon the 

Public Good, that you may be the bleſſed Inſtru- 
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ments of Healing, all the Diſtempers:we groan 
ynder ; And 'of Deriving upon us thoſe Bleſſings 
which we this. Day Pray for. | | | _ 
That by your means Atheiſm and Contempt of 
Religion, as allo Lewdneſs and Debaxchery of all 
ms may be ſo diſcouraged that they ſhall not 
dare to appear with an open Face. | 
, That = your means a ſtop may be put tothe 
Scandalous Schiſms and Diviſions that are among 
us; Thar if it be poſſible we may ſerve God 
with one Heart and with one Mind. 
; That by your means, not only.the Perſon of 
His Sacred OT, and the Rights of his Crown 
may be ſecuredagainſt all wicked attempts,whe- 
ther of Papiſts or Others : But alſo that upon his 
Head the Crown. may be ſo Supported, and ſo 
Flouriſh, that we may art leaſt. be 1n a condition 
not to: fear the Malice or the Pawer of any 
Foreign Enemy. | 6 
©; Laſtly, that by your means as effeftual Pro- 
viſion as poſſible may be made : + both for the 
keeping out that Foreign Religion, which, as we 
have ſeen, ſo little ſerves the ends of Chriſtianity, 
and ſo much diflerves the Intereſt both of King 
and People : And for the more firm Eſtabliſh- 
ment —_ Proteſtant Religion ob the Church of 
England : That ſo our preſent Candleſtick may be 
continued to our. Poſterity, and they as well. as 
we may have realon to bleſs God for You. 


F 2 Bur. 
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But in Ordet to-the procuringthoſe greatble( 
ſirigs to the Kingdom : There is adlity neceflary 
to be performed by all of. ns iv our private Capas: 
cities, which 1s here ſpecified in the Text, viz. 
Repentance. I will come unto thee quickly (lays our 
Saviour) and will remove thy Candleftick out of its 
place, except thou Repent. Which Repentance, How ic 
ought to be perfortned by us, Is the' Third and 
Laſt thing Iam coTpeak ro. 7 

Bur becauſe I would not exceed the ordinary 
limits of a Sermon, I ſhall only mention the 
Heads of thofe things which upon this Occaſion 
are proper to be inſifted on. oo 
- Itwe would Repent ſincerely of our fins,fo as tb 
do our parts towards the P—_ of thoſe Judy: 
ments that hang over our heads,and the procuring 
thoſe Bleſsmgs we ſtand in need of : Tt will 'be-tie- 
ceflary that every one of us do deeply Humble 
and Afict our Souls before God for our own Sins, 
the ſins which we have in perfon comitnitred ; 


rom {Acruagnes, bares and bepgitig of God: 


That when he makes inquifition for a Nation 
guile, heewonld notremember them, nor ler the 
publick ſuffer any thing upon our account. | 

Tris allo neceffary that we be duly ſenſible of 
"= Comimon Sims of others ſo as to Repent of then 
alfo, Lamienting before God the Corruptione of 
the 'Times : The Publick Faſhionable Vices of 
the Age. This was the Spirit of David who was 
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Scvnd for ithe: failts'6f orhiers as well as his. 


ot; _—_ of Tens (airke hs ) rid down my Eyes 
becunſe ep wot thy Ldis. 

Nay, firrcher, In order t6 @ National Repentance, 
We ate 6bliged to.confels to: God the Sins of our 
Firefathe#s, attd'pray/forthe forgiveneſs of thern 
ilfo.What my own former private fins are to me at 
preſenc with reſpef ro'tmy perſonal Capacity ; the 
{ane are the fins of our Fathers to us all, _ - 
dered ava Nation-ot People. We are to Re 

as well of the Paſt as of the: preſbat ſins © thy 
Land!” THhisIs'the' oy organ wry himſelf hath 
preſcribed for-4"Publick Repen  Andfor tot 
ptitting that Rule" ih Preale the ople' of the 
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7ews in our Saviours tiaeſeverely 5"15T For Matth.xxiii. 


npon'the Men of. hat Genre vo Saviour 35: 


had threateried) was Revenped all the Rightrons blood 


fhel 'm'the Land from the blood of - Abel to the blood 


of "Zachatiah.? Though'yer Aon of that blood 
was ſhed by: thac Geiteration,(Orbay! reafon there- 
fort haye weat thisday friouſlyiro piittzp to God 
char Petition which web" bfred' repeat 10 our 
Litany, Remember not Lord our Offences; nor the Of= 
Fences of our Forefathers, but ſpare us.good Lord {jo 
thy peo Ws whom thint haſt Relleered: with 6g 
cos od and Be wot aint ane! #1 or ty WH oft q 
' Burtbinizkethis R! 
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alſo amend them. , | Without. chis. all -our Ce- A 
remonious 'Humiliation ; will fignifie nothing. 

Nay, We muſt not only Reform Ourſelves, - 
do what we can in our Spheres 'towards the Re- 
forming of Others. And every,one of ' us might 
doa great deal, if we would:; though it was but 
in this one thing, - In heartily diſcouraging: Scar. 
dalous and Open {ins where ever we meet. with 
them ; So far as it. may be done without breach 
of Reſpect to our Superiors or Forfeiture of com- 
mon Prudence. If Vice had once an ill name in 
the world ; Was once generally '{tigmazized:with 
Reproach and Ignominy, it: would quickly. loſe 
its Empirc, and thouſandsthat:are now the {haves 
of it would become Proſelytes to Virtye,, | .. * 

But further if. we truely fear, the Judpment. I 
have been ſpeaking of, and by our Repentance 
would preyent it, Let us make this particular ex- 
preſſion of that Repentanee, viz; Letus ſera great 
Value upon the Retigion:we at preſent. enjoy;; Let 
vs in all our Actions ſhew a great, Zeal and Con- 
cerament. for, it, and do. what: we can. both to. 
wards the continuing-and promoting it, -- | 

If Every one. of us in his way would but ex- 
prefihalf chat Zeal and Induſtry and Diligence 
in.che Caule of our Religion.thar we ſec our Ad- 
verlaries do ; We! ſhould probably 11a a very lic- 
6 time ſep a quite different Face of Things : And: 

nor-9nly, put a ſtop to.their preſent Succel. 
ain fo mnch.ground upon. them as ca 
em 


ies, but g 
_ Oilg 


c 
| 
| 


them into deſpair of ever making a Conqueſt of 
this Nation. But here is the milery, we are ſo 
Confident and Secure of the goodneſs of our 
Caule, that " chiok it will ſupport itſelf wich- 
out any help of ours. Letns in this Point learn 
Wiſdom from our Enemies. 

But eſpecially ler us practiſe heartily thoſe Vir- 
ues which our Religion peculiarly Teaches as Op- 
poſed to Popery. Letus be Meek, and Gentle,and 
Long-Suffering, even to thole that differ in Opi- 
nion fromus, Let us hate all Tricks and Devices 
and Equivocations, both in our Words and our 
Carriage. Lerus be Conſtantly and Inflexibly . 
Loyal co our Prince, and let no conſideration in 


the world make us violate our Allegiance to him. 


Toall which, Lec us in the laſt place add our 
earneſt and conſtant Prayers to God, That he 
would be pleaſed to take piry of us. To avert 
the Judgments we are threatened with, and con- 
tinue the Mercies we have hitherto enjoyed. That 
he would protect our Religion and make it to 
flouriſh more and more. "That he would pre- 
ſerve our King, our Government, our Laws. And in 
order thereunto, That he would Influenceand Di- 
rect all the Publick Councels, eſpecially the great 
Councel of the Nation now Aſſembled: in Parlia- 
ment, That this Seſſionof Theirs may have a Hap- 
py and a Glorious Iſſue. Which God of his Mer- 


Cy grant, Cc. 
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